H7636

energy special session of Congress.
Under article II, section 3 of the Con-
stitution, the President has the power,
quote, on extraordinary occasions to
convene the Congress. If $4 a gallon of
gas isn’t an extraordinary occasion
that demands action by the Congress, 1
don’t know what is.

The Congress should stay in session
and do its job and give the bipartisan
pro-drilling majority a vote. And, Mr.
President, if this Congress tries to
leave town without voting on more

drilling, use your constitutional au-
thority, bring them back and make
them work.

RENEWABLE ENERGY AND
ENERGY EFFICIENCY EXPO

(Mr. CARNAHAN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. CARNAHAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise
to thank Congressman MARK UDALL
and Congressman ZACH WAMP and the
Renewable Energy and Energy Effi-
ciency Caucus for sponsoring the expo
today in the Cannon Caucus Room. I
urge all Members and staff to attend.

I believe Members from both sides of
the aisle can agree that renewable en-
ergy and energy efficiency will be a big
part of our effort to wean ourselves
from a dangerous reliance on foreign
oil.

This new and developing sector of the
economy will generate thousands of
new jobs, high-paying green collar jobs,
that will remain in America and won’t
be outsourced.

The union of renewable energy and
energy efficiency with the built envi-
ronment will not only generate new
jobs and new technology, but it will
help to immediately address global cli-
mate change. According to recent stud-
ies, the quickest and easiest way to
positively affect global climate change
is to design and build—or retrofit—
high-performance green buildings.
These buildings are energy efficient,
healthy, safe, and secure.

Developing buildings that use renew-
able energy and seeking energy effi-
ciency is a win for the economy, for the
environment, and for the people who
work in them.

——
MEDIA FAIRNESS INITIATIVE:
MEDIA DONATIONS FAVOR
DEMOCRATS

(Mr. SMITH of Texas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. SMITH of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
the story of the 2008 election is being
told by a partisan media. If you have
any doubt, just follow the money.

An analysis by Investor’s Business
Daily shows that journalists contrib-
uted 15 times more money to Demo-
crats than Republicans during this
election cycle. While 235 journalists do-
nated to Democrats, just 20 gave to Re-
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publicans, a margin of more than 10-1.
And journalists who gave to Senator
OBAMA outnumbered those who con-
tributed to Senator MCCAIN by a 20-1
margin. No wonder nearly seven in 10
Americans say the media wants Sen-
ator OBAMA to win the election, accord-
ing to a recent poll.

Mr. Speaker, we need to promote
fairness and objectivity in journalism.
Only then we will restore Americans’
faith in the media.

——
CONSUMER SAFETY

(Mr. KLEIN of Florida asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. KLEIN of Florida. Mr. Speaker,
yesterday the House passed two pieces
of legislation critical to consumer safe-
ty, both in my district in south Florida
and of course throughout the United
States.

The first bill, the Product Safety
Modernization Act, bans dangerous
chemicals in the manufacture of chil-
dren’s toys to keep them safe. The sec-
ond bill, the Family Smoking Preven-
tion and Tobacco Control Act, grants
the FDA necessary authority to re-
strict tobacco marketing and sales to
children.

Mr. Speaker, one of the most impor-
tant responsibilities as parents that we
have is to keep our children safe. I'm
proud that we passed these bills by a
bipartisan majority to demonstrate
that we will not allow our children to
be exposed to toxic chemicals by un-
scrupulous toy manufacturers or ciga-
rette company marketers.

The rash of product recalls in the
last year prove that we must be vigi-
lant when it comes to consumer safety.
Thanks to this week’s legislation, par-
ents in south Florida and across the
Nation can rest a little easier.

———
UNFINISHED BUSINESS

(Mr. WESTMORELAND asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. WESTMORELAND. Mr. Speaker,
I want to call today your attention to
something yesterday. We had a vote
213-212 to adjourn this House without
passing a comprehensive energy bill,
without being able to vote on drilling.
So what I’'ve done, Mr. Speaker, I've
got a number here. Call (202) 224-3121.
Ask for Speaker PELOSI if you want to
make sure that we do something before
we leave this Chamber today or tomor-
row to vote on drilling; or call and ask
for your Member of Congress and find
out if they were the swing vote that
made us leave this city without voting
for you.

But I'll tell you what, not only are
they leaving Washington, DC, they’re
going to get on jets on your dime.
They’re going to fly to Africa and Eu-
rope and all over this world on your
dime while you don’t have money at
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your house to go on a family vacation,
or even go to the store sometimes,
they’re going to be flying around here.

Call this number. Mr. Speaker, I hope
they will put it on the Internet. I hope
we will let Speaker PELOSI, the Demo-
cratic leadership, know we’re tired of
this. We need to know where you stand.
We need to drill for U.S. oil.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
R0ss). Members are reminded they
must address their remarks to the
Chair.

———

CONGRATULATING THE ENERGY
RENEWABLE AND ENERGY EFFI-
CIENCY CAUCUS

(Mrs. BOYDA of Kansas asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Mrs. BOYDA of Kansas. Mr. Speaker,
in contrast, I would like to just stand
up and, again, like so many others, not
rail on somebody, but to thank the bi-
partisan Energy Renewable and Energy
Efficiency Caucus.

Our country is facing deep, deep en-
ergy problems, and I think the good
people of Kansas certainly understand
that the way that we’re going to ad-
dress that is coming and looking at the
bipartisan commonsense solutions.

I want to just congratulate—this is a
bipartisan group—the Renewable En-
ergy and Energy Efficiency Caucus.
And I would like to specifically thank
Representative MARK UDALL and Rep-
resentative ZACH WAMP, a Republican,
for coming together and making this
such an important issue. It’s over in
the Cannon Caucus Room. And I cer-
tainly ask each of us to get over there
and to support this bipartisan effort.

You know, I think people in Kansas
are sick and tired of everybody railing
on somebody else. It’s time that we
work together.

———
J 1030

THE EFFECTS OF HIGH GASOLINE
PRICES

(Mr. CARTER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. CARTER. Mr. Speaker, today in
Texas the temperature is going to be
about 103 to 105 degrees. It’s going to be
hot, and it’s been hot for the last 2
weeks.

Last night I had the pleasure of vis-
iting with some of my constituents
back home, several hundred of them.
And at this time of the year, Texans
generally try to get their old folks and
their kids out of the heat wherever
they can. So historically Texans have
loaded up in their pickups with their
campers or their tents, and they have
gone to visit our neighbors in New
Mexico and Colorado to get a little bit
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